Hands of Hope
News from the Franciscan Center

We’re in our 50th year
of service to the Baltimore
community ~ thanks to
our friends like YOU.
Story on Page 6

Summer/Fall 2017

Dear Friends,

Franciscan Center

I am delighted to have the privilege of writing to
you as the Franciscan Center’s Executive Director,
to share news from the Center at this exciting time
in our history. On September 10th the Franciscan
Center celebrated its 49th anniversary — and we
began our 50th year of service to the Baltimore
community. Random acts of kindness, faith and
vision at a time when hope was in short supply in Baltimore gave rise to the vibrant,
comprehensive ministry that is the Franciscan Center today — a “one-stop shop” for
families and individuals in crisis from throughout the City.
The kindness of our friends like YOU has made the Franciscan Center’s mission possible
— the thousands of donors, supporters, volunteers and staff members who have given so
generously of their time, talent and financial resources to share dignity — and hope —
with our neighbors in need. God bless you!
The pages that follow include an inside look at the Franciscan Center today — as well as
information about exciting events and activities we have planned in the months ahead.
We look forward to sharing them with you! If you haven’t visited the Center recently, we
would love to welcome you for a tour. The welcome mat is always out!
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It is in giving that we receive.

Saint Francis of Assisi

For the price of lunch out, you can help feed a
hungry family every month throughout the year!
It costs the Franciscan Center just $2.40 to purchase food for one
meal – so as little as $10 can help feed a hungry man, women
and child. $25 can feed 10 hungry neighbors, and for $50 you
can buy food for 20 hot, healthy meals! It’s as easy as 1-2-3.

1.

Decide how much you would like to give each
month to help feed our hungry neighbors.

2.

Complete the enclosed form and return it
in the envelope we’ve provided.

3.
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Enjoy the satisfaction of knowing that
you’re making an important difference
every month in our community!
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A Fun Day “on the Links”
Feeds Hungry Neighbors in Baltimore!

The sun was shining, the fellowship was warm and the Fanciscan Center’s 22nd
Annual Charity Golf Tournament on July 11th was a great success, thanks to the
kindness of our generous sponsors, donors, golfers and volunteers.
After spending the afternoon “on the links”, our guests enjoyed cocktails, dinner
and a chance to hear from Maurice Fenner, a Franciscan Center guest who shared
how the Center has impacted his life.
Jamie Costello of ABC2, WMAR-TV served as guest auctioneer for our “Funda-Cause” auction, helping to raise funds for our Wednesday evening Community
dinner. With the help of our generous guests, we were able to fund this important
program for an entire year. What a blessing!
For more than 22 years, the Franciscan Center’s annual Charity Golf Tournament has
raised critically-needed funds at a time of year when donations are down and demand
is up – the summer time. We are very grateful to Chesapeake Employers’ Insurance
Company, our Tournament sponsor, and to all of our sponsors, donors and golfers,
who helped to make this important event a success.
Tournament Sponsor

Chesapeake Employers’ Insurance Co.
Platinum Sponsorship
Asset Strategy Consultants
Associated Builders &
Contractors, Inc

Gower Thompson Inc.
Brown Capital Management
Payce Payroll

Gold Sponsorship
Anonymous Friend
Silver Sponsorship
Anonymous Friend
Godwin, Erlandson, Vernon
& Daney, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Taylor — In
honor of Mary Sheehan Taylor
Weyrich, Cronin & Sorra

Bronze Sponsorship
Ariosa & Company
Berger Sports Marketing
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Cashen
Mike and Mary Gill
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Select Specialty
United States Insurance Services, Inc.
(USIS)

Lunch Sponsorship
Kelly & Associates Insurance Group/KELLY Payroll (KELLY)
Tee Level Sponsorship
Anonymous Friend
Cathy and David DeVilliers

Hollenshade’s Auto Service
Willis Towers Watson
Silent Auction Donors

Advance Business Systems

Chesapeake Employers Insurance
Company

Lowe’s

Baltimore City Mayor’s Office

Cunningham’s
Dover Downs Hotel and Casino

Monumental Sports

Baltimore Marriott Inner Harbor at
Camden Yards

Eagle’s Nest Country Club

Baltimore Orioles

Earth Treks Climbing Centers

Barrett’s Grill

Fogo de Chao

Bertucci’s Corporation

Graul’s Market of Ruxton

Bluestone

Home Depot

California Pizza

J. McLaughlin

Chesapeake Employers Insurance
Company

Kevin Moore Photography,

Ms. Adele Considine

Liberatore’s Ristorante

Maryland Sports Properties
Mr. Bill Knott
Ms. Colleen Rose
Ms. Kathy Conklin
Ms. Meg Ducey
Outback’s
Pizza Hut
Stiefel, Nicolaus & Company
Tark’s Grill at Greenspring Station
The Rose Group
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An Historic Celebration!

You came, you danced, and you opened your hearts!
On Thursday, September 21st, friends and supporters of the Franciscan
Center gathered for our 6th Annual Voices from the Heart Gala, a magical
evening of music and dancing to kick off the Center’s 50th year of service
to the Baltimore community.
The Franciscan spirit was alive in the room throughout the evening, as we
shared food, fellowship and the privilege of honoring Mr. Brian Gracie of
Heritage Financial Services with the Franciscan Center’s Spirit of St. Francis
Award. Sr. Mary Therese White of the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi began
the evening with “The Canticle of St. Francis”, and we heard from Ms.
Monya Chapman about the many ways in which the Center has changed
her life. “When you walk through those doors,” she said, “it’s all love.”
Food is an ever-greater need at the Franciscan Center, and through the
generosity of our guests, the evening’s “Fund-a-Cause” auction raised more
than $18,000 for the Center’s food programs.
Special thanks to our Master of Ceremonies, Mr.
Robert Lang of WBAL Radio, and to our Sponsors,
Donors and ticket buyers, who helped to make
the evening a success. It truly was a night to
remember!
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Presenting Sponsorship

Daly Computers
Dress Circle Sponsorship

BGE
Mezzanine Sponsorship

Bitumar U.S.A., Inc.
Radio King Orchestra
Balcony Sponsorship

Corporate Office Properties Trust (COPT)
Direct Energy
Lee Russell Films
Neuberger, Quinn, Gielen, Rubin & Gibber, P.A.
Reliable Contracting Co., Inc.
Talen Energy
W. R. Grace Foundation, Inc.
Host Committee
Mr. Samuel W. Chairs, Jr. and
Ms. Pam Norbeck
Chesapeake Employers’ Insurance Co.
Ms. Christine Ciavardini
Ms. Anita Healy O’Neill
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Knott

Mr. James Marshiano
Jim and Bernice Morgan
The Owens Family
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reid
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Sheaffer
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Wille

Donors
Adler Entertainment
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph L. Arnold, Jr.
Ms. Catherine Beto
Ms. Mary Catherine Bunting
Cindy’s Skylight Liquors
Costco Wholesale
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Dougherty
Ms. Dana Farber
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Fitz-Patrick
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Forte
Mr. Jerome J. Frank

Ms. Joan Fulton
Ms. Anna J. Gallagher
Mr. Robert Lewand
Lyndwood Square Liquors
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin M. McKenna
Ms. Jean B. Molz
Ms. Beverly Reid
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Smith
Ms. Kathleen Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. Walsh

Silent Auction Donors
Baltimore Coffee and Tea
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra
Black Ankle Vineyards
Bob’s Transport & Storage Co.
Center Stage
City Café
Clyde’s of Columbia
Costco
Diana Fusting
Disney World
Dover Downs Hotel & Casino
Earth Treks Climbing Center
Full Tilt Brewery
Gertrude’s
Heritage Hills Golf Resort
Historic Ships of Baltimore
LaScala
Manor Tavern
Maryland Science Center
Massage Envy
McCormick & Company, Inc.
Medieval Times
Michael’s Café
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Weinberg

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Considiine
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Summer
Mr. Bob Ryan
Mr. Gus Kalaris (Constantine Wines)
Mr. Robert Knott
Mrs. Crissy Reid
Ms. Kathy Conklin
Ms. Colleen Rose
Ms. Melissa Johanson
Ms. Patricia O’Brien
National Aquarium
Old Westminster Winery
Panera Bread
Raimondi’s Florist
Royal Sonesta Hotel
Sheraton Baltimore North
Smyth’s Jewelers
The Charmery
Applebee’s
Trader Joe’s
Washington Capitals
Wegman’s
Whole Foods

Wall of Wine Donors
Mrs. Adele Considine
Ms. Kristen Flank
Mr. Mike Pilketon
Ms .Catherine Canavan
Ms. Alice Hubbard
Ms. Judy Tosti
Ms. Mary Martin
Ms. Colleen Phebus

Ms. Beth Oliver
Ms. Randee Greenwald
Mr. Bob Knott
Mr. Bob Ryan
Ms. Christine Ciavardini
Ms. Meg Ducey
Ms. Crissy Reid

Art with a Heart

Save the Date: March 10, 2018
Longtime Franciscan Center volunteer Pat
O’Brien created this beautiful painting for
our 6th Annual Voices from the Heart Gala
auction. Thank you, Pat! Mark your calendar
and plan to join us on March 10, 2018 for
the grand opening of the Center’s first art
show and sale, featuring 365 of Pat’s original
paintings, as well as works by several of the
Franciscan Center guests.
You can check out Pat’s work online, at: http://www.patriciaobrienart.com.
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Serving in the Franciscan Tradition for 50 Years
The Franciscan Sisters of Baltimore opened the Center in
1968, formalizing a ministry that began with their practice of
handing out peanut butter sandwiches and coffee to people
living on the streets around their convent on Maryland Avenue.
On September 10, 1968, the Sisters set up operations in a single
four-level row house. With the help of volunteers they provided
sandwiches, a small food pantry, clothing and a summer camp
for children. Sister Irene Marshiano, OSP, served as the Center’s
first Director.
Responding to an increasing need for services, the Sisters
purchased and renovated an adjacent row-house in 1980. This

allowed for the expansion of their meal service and emergency
assistance programs, as well as development of an AIDS
Outreach initiative.
In 1998, the Center moved from its humble origins to a newly
renovated building next door. Since that time, Franciscan Center
guests have continued to receive hot, nutritious meals every
weekday, along with a broad array of other supportive services.
Today, the Center operates as a “one-stop shop” for families and
individuals in crisis from throughout Baltimore, helping them to
achieve stability by meeting their basic human needs like food
and clothing and empowering them with the tools and resources
necessary to build self-sufficient lives.

by doing what is necessary, then
“ Start
do what is possible, and soon you
are doing the impossible.
”
Saint Francis of Assisi
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Sharing Hope and Opportunity
The Power of Perseverance

Mr. Kevin Hux has visited the Franciscan
Center before – but when he stopped by
our Technical Resource Center recently
to see the Franciscan Center Staff
Member Debbie Reigle, it wasn’t’ for
assistance. He came to say, “THANK
YOU”.
Hux first visited the Center for a hot
meal. He was unemployed and feeling
a bit down at the time, but when he
heard about the computer support in our
Technical Resource Center, he decided
to check it out. TRC Coordinator Debbie Reigle guided him in
setting up an e-mail account, building a resume and logging on
to the computer to apply for jobs.
Determined to make the most of this opportunity, Hux came to
the Franciscan Center from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. every day,

putting in many job applications — and
our staff encouraged him to follow up
with potential employers when he was
frustrated in his job search. “Ms. Debbie
told me not to beat myself up,” he said,
“She told me that I needed to call back if
they don’t call me.”
A flyer posted on the TRC bulletin board
inspired Hux to apply for a position at
SI Restorations, a corporate partner that
was featured in the Franciscan Center’s
Winter 2017 newsletter. He has been
with the company for several months, and has already traveled
to Texas and Florida to help in the aftermath of the recent
hurricanes. We are so happy for him! As he prepared to leave,
Hux commented on what makes the Franciscan Center special,
pointing out that other places he had been to for technical skills
training did not have empathy. “In here,” he said, “it was love.”

Charity Bridge Tournament
Our 15th Annual Charity Bridge Tournament on October 6th was a great success,
thanks to the kindness of the many wonderful friends who planned and supported the
event! Pictured here are (from left) Anne Nelson and Ginnie Schmidt, representing
our North/South and East/West winners.

By Marylanders, For Marylanders
What began with random acts of kindness, faith and vision at a time of great need has grown to serve every Baltimore zip code,
helping families and individuals in crisis to achieve stability by meeting their basic human needs like food and clothing and
empowering them with the tools and resources necessary to build self-sufficient lives. With more than 98% of our funding from private
sources and more than 50% of our workforce on a daily basis comprised of volunteers, the Franciscan Center is truly community
supported. Our programs are delivered by Marylanders, for Marylanders, and you can help in so many ways!
• Make a tax-deductible monetary donation to support our work. Just $2.40 purchases food to
serve a hot, healthy meal to a hungry neighbor, and we make every dollar count.
• Take up a collection of non-perishable food, clothing or toiletry items for our neighbors in need.
• Share your time and talent as a volunteer.
• Make an important difference in our community by setting up a monthly gift by credit card
or bank draft. (see page 2)
• Create a legacy of love by remembering the Franciscan Center in your estate planning.

Please contact Meg Ducey at 410.467.5340 ext. 117 or mducey@fcbmore.org
for more information or to make a donation.
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Sunshine, Sailing, and HOPE at
the 24th Annual RCM&D Regatta
The Franciscan Center was blessed to be one of four
beneficiaries of the 24th Annual RCM&D Regatta, held on
Friday, September 8, 2017 at the Downtown Sailing Center. It
was a picture-perfect day, as a team from the Franciscan Center
took part in sailboat races on Baltimore’s Inner Harbor and
accepted a generous donation to help fund programs offered
in the Center’s Responsive Services department. This truly
special event is hosted each
year by RCM&D to benefit
non-profit organizations
from throughout the Middle
Atlantic region, touching
the lives of countless
men, women and children
in need. RCM&D staff
nominates non-profit
organizations as potential
beneficiaries, and four are
selected each year through an application process. We would
like to thank Mr. Tim Cummons of RCM&D, who nominated
the Franciscan Center for this honor. Special thanks, also, to
Skip and Margie Counselman, Katie Counselman Caple and all
the staff of RCM&D who worked tirelessly throughout the past
year to make this event such a great success.

Beyond the Basics
Football Camp
teaches Baltimore
Youth About Football
— and Giving Back!
Detroit Lions Defensive End Brandon
Copeland is a Baltimore native — and when
he’s not playing football, he works hard to
help youth right here in his home town.
On Saturday July 8th, Copeland hosted his
second annual “Beyond the Basics” Football
Camp, a one-day camp providing young men
from throughout the Baltimore area with an
opportunity to learn football skills — as well as important life
lessons. The campers started their day learning the importance
of giving back — making 500 toiletry kits for the Franciscan
Center and filling 500 backpacks with new school supplies. What
a beautiful blessing! Special thanks to Brandon, his fiancée Taylor,
and all the wonderful friends who helped to make this possible.
Our thanks, also, to Franciscan
Center Board Member Tom
Spray-Fry and his son Ben, who
volunteered to help transport this
amazing donation to the Center.

August 9th was a very special evening at the Franciscan Center, as our wonderful friends from The
Baltimore Orioles organization hosted a “Game Night” during the Center’s Community Dinner. Go O’s!

You Can Help in So Many Ways
#GivingTuesday 2017

Giving Tree

Personal Hygiene is a big part of dignity, and the
cost of toiletry items is out of reach for many of our
guests. Our wonderful friends at Bank of America
have graciously offered to purchase supplies for
1,000 toiletry kits and assemble them at the
Franciscan Center on #GivingTuesday, November
28th. We are asking our friends and supporters
to help us raise $4,500 on Giving Tuesday (and
beyond!) to purchase an additional 1,000 bags of
essential toiletry items, which we will distribute to
our most vulnerable neighbors throughout the chilly
winter months ahead. Check out our website for more
information at www.fcbmore.org.

Throughout the holidays the Franciscan Center is
collecting new hats, gloves, scarves, socks and
other warm clothing for men, women and children in
need through our annual Giving Tree project. Check
out our website for a list of items needed, at www.
fcbmore.org/events/giving-tree/

If you give through your workplace,
please remember the Franciscan Center
this campaign season.
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Designation Codes: Combined Federal Campaign
#98898/Maryland Charity Campaign #4009. For
the United Way of Central Maryland Campaign,
please enter “Franciscan Center, Inc.” and our
address on your donation form.

Check out these exciting holiday events
that generous friends are hosting to benefit
the Franciscan Center!
Bo Brooks Restaurant in Canton:
(@FCBmore & @BoBrooksCanton)
Buy a Bowl, Give a Bowl — $1 of every Bowl of Soup
purchased from November 13 through December
31st will go to the Franciscan Center!
Delia Foley’s in Federal Hill: Thursday,
November 30th from 4-7 p.m. — Happy Hour
Fundraiser to benefit the Franciscan Center’s Food
Programs! Franciscan Center Executive Director Jeff
Griffin will be guest bartending.

