Hands of Hope
News from the Franciscan Center

An exciting start
to our 50th year of
service ~ thanks to
YOUR kindness!

Winter 2018

Dear Friends,

Franciscan Center

Happy New Year! I hope that 2018 has been
good to you so far.
Here at the Franciscan Center, the holidays
brought many blessings – thanks to the
kindness of our wonderful friends like
YOU. It was my first Christmas as your
Executive Director, and I was overwhelmed
by the outpouring of support we received!
We’ve shared some pictures on page 4.
I would like to thank all of our donors, volunteers and friends, who helped make the
holidays warm and bright for our guests by giving so generously of their time and
resources. In addition to food, warm clothing and toiletry items you shared an abundance
of Christmas joy! We were honored to have Mayor Catherine Pugh visit the Center to
help serve Christmas dinner to our guests on December 19th.
As we look ahead to the Center’s 50th anniversary on September 10th, we will be
working diligently to meet the needs of our most vulnerable neighbors – and we have
lots of exciting events and activities in store! I hope you can join us for our inaugural art
exhibition in March, “on the links” at our 22nd Annual Golf Tournament in July or at our
50th Anniversary celebration in September. We look forward to welcoming you!
Please know that you remain in our thoughts and prayers – today and every day. Warmest
wishes for a truly blessed New Year.
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What’s YOUR story?
The past 50 years were only possible
through the kindness of our generous
donors, supporters and volunteers like
you – and YOUR story is OUR story! As
we look ahead to our 50th anniversary
in September, we’d like to celebrate the
many wonderful people who have built and
supported the Franciscan Center throughout
the past 50 years. Please take a moment
today to share YOUR story by completing
and returning the enclosed form, or e-mail
Meg Ducey at: mducey@gfcbmore.org.
We look forward to hearing from you!
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Art with a Heart

The Franciscan Center Hosts Its
Inaugural Art Exhibition
Opening Reception: Saturday, March 10, 2018
11 am – 4 pm

SAVE THE DATE and plan to join us for the opening of the
Franciscan Center’s first-ever art exhibition, featuring work
from our friend and volunteer, Patricia O’Brien! Pat is a selftaught artist specializing in oil portraits and figurative paintings,
who has volunteered at the Center for more than 12 years. She
recently completed a painting challenge where she created one
painting per day for a year. These paintings will be on display at
the Franciscan Center from March 10 – March 24, 2018.
Pat’s work is priced to sell, and she will be donating 50% of
all proceeds to the Franciscan Center. This is an incredible
opportunity to purchase original work from a local artist, while
supporting the Franciscan Center’s programs serving Baltimore’s
most vulnerable citizens.

• $5 at the door goes to support the Franciscan
Center’s programming, and enters you in a drawing
to win an archival quality print.
• 365 original paintings available for $95 each.
• Select archival quality prints available for $50 each.
• 50% of the proceeds from all artwork purchased
goes to support the Franciscan Center.
• Light refreshments provided
Check out Pat’s work at: www.patriciaobrienart.com

We hope to see you at the opening reception on March 10!
Stop by any time between 11am and 4pm.

By For the Price of Lunch Out, You can share help—
and HOPE—EVERY MONTH throughout the year!
For less than the cost of lunch out, you can change the life of a needy family right here in Baltimore –
and it’s as easy as 1-2-3!
The Franciscan Center serves as a one-stop shop for families and individuals in crisis from throughout
Baltimore, helping them to achieve stability and begin the journey toward self-sufficiency. We make
every dollar count – so your monthly donation of any size can have a huge impact! In fact, as little as
$2.40 can purchase food for a hot, healthy meal.

1.

Decide how much you would like to give each month to help poor and hungry men,
women and children in Baltimore.

2.

Sign up to make your tax-deductible monthly donation by credit card, by visiting us
online at www.fcbmore.org and clicking “Get Involved”, then “Monthly Giving”.

3.

Enjoy the satisfaction of knowing that you’re making an important difference
every month in the lives of our must vulnerable neighbors!
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Holiday Joy and Blessings!

Special thanks to ALL of our donors, supporters and volunteers, who helped
make the holidays bright for our guests. Here are some highlights:

Thanksgiving at the Center!
Baltimore native Brandon Copeland, who
plays for the Detroit Lions football team,
visited the Center with his family and
friends on November 20th to help serve
Thanksgiving dinner. We also welcomed
volunteers from The Lab School and
Franciscan Center board members Tom
Spray-Fry and Steve Sarnecki. Brandon
and his fiancée Taylor O’Hare
prepared and distributed Thanksgiving
baskets for 20 needy families. What a
beautiful blessing!

Bank of America
#GivingTuesday Project
Our wonderful friends from Bank
of America visited the Center on
#GivingTuesday (November 28th) to
prepare 1,000 toiletry kits for our guests!

On December 16th, we
welcomed the community for a
day of Christmas shopping at
the Center! Pictured here are
Board Member Alison Sheaffer
and her family, who volunteered
to help make the day a success.

Wonderful Volunteers
from BGE!
A group of friends from BGE joined us on December
18th to pack 600 gift bags for our guests! We
distributed these gift bags at our Christmas celebration
on December 19th!

Food Distribution Event

A Very Special Christmas
at the Center!

It was so warm on December 2nd that we
were able to hold our Food Distribution
event outside! Special thanks to the
more than 50 volunteers who helped us
distribute 9,000 lbs of fresh vegetables
and fruit to our neighbors in need!

We were honored to welcome Mayor Catherine Pugh,
who helped serve Christmas Dinner to our guests
on December 19th! Our wonderful friends from the
Hyatt Regency Baltimore joined us again this year
to distribute Christmas gifts — as well as new, warm
blankets they had collected.

Santa’s Helpers
A group of friends from the Johns
Hopkins Human Resources
Department shared a day of
service as “Santa’s Helpers.”
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Secret Santa
Christmas
Shopping Event

Linda’s Legacy, Giving Back
We ended the year on a joyful note, with a visit from
our generous friends from Linda’s Legacy, Giving
Back on December 29th. They blessed us with a large
donation of clothing, food, toiletry items and backpacks
filled with new, warm outerwear, sang Christmas carols
and distributed handmade scarves and candy canes!

Celebrating our Guests’ Success!
Technical Resource Center Alumni Agree to Serve as Mentors

On December 16th, the Franciscan Center hosted our very first alumni celebration for guests who have found their path to employment
and success in the Franciscan Center’s Technical Resource Center. Five of our guests shared stories of how the Franciscan Center
helped them find jobs — and a new beginning. “The Franciscan Center is a great place for resources for those trying to help
themselves,” said TRC Alumnus John Fisher. Alumnus Erin Auvil added, “I’m so thankful for this place.” We are so proud of them!
Pictured below are several of our alumni.

Pictured (from left): Thomas Felder, John Fisher, Erin Auvil and Kevin Hux

The holy season of Lent begins in just a few weeks —
a time of prayer, reflection and almsgiving. As you prepare your hearts and homes to celebrate the
beautiful feast of Easter, we ask that you remember the Franciscan Center in your prayers. We continue to
pray for YOU — our donors, supporters and volunteers — whose kindness makes our mission possible.

A Special Thank You to our 2017 Foundation partners.
Your generous support helps to make our mission possible!

The Abell Foundtion, Inc.

Bank of America Foundation
Kenneth S. Battye Charitable Trust
The Stephen and Renee Bisciotti
Foundation
Bunting Family Foundation
Annie E. Casey Foundation
The DeVito Familly Trust
The France-Merrick Foundation
W.R. Grace Foundation

The Fran and Mary Harvey
Foundation

M&T Bank Charitable
Foundation

Heaven on Earth Now
Charitable Foundation

Northrop Grumman Office
of Corporate Citizenship

Home Builders Care Foundation

Raskob Foundation
for Catholic Activities

The Marion I. & Henry J. Knott
Foundation
The Zanvyl & Isabelle Krieger Fund
John J. Leidy Foundation
Morton and Sophia Macht
Foundation, Inc.

Loretta A. Snell Charitable Trust
Alvin & Fanny B. Thalheimer
Foundation
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Center Launches a 2nd Community Dinner!
On December 2nd, the Franciscan Center launched a second weekly
evening meal for hungry men, women and children from throughout
Baltimore! We are now serving a hot, healthy meal each week on
Monday AND Wednesday evening between 5:30 and 7:00 p.m. Our
wonderful friends from Bo Brooks Restaurant have volunteered
faithfully to help prepare and serve this new evening meal.
If you would like to volunteer for our Monday dinner, please contact
Angela Hall at ahall@fcbmore.org.

have decided to stick with LOVE.
“ IHate
is too great a burden to bear.
”
Dr. Martin Luther King

The Franciscan Center celebrated Martin Luther King’s birthday this year with a
day of service! We were joined by a wonderful group of volunteers from Kaiser
Permanente as well as Van Brooks from Safe Alternative for Education Foundation,
who visited with students from Franklin Square Elementary School in Baltimore.
The students took part in a coloring activity, along with several of our young guests.
You can check out their artwork in our Children’s Library!

Save the Dates
We have lots of exciting events and activities coming up in the months ahead, as we celebrate 50 years of service to the Baltimore
community. Please mark your calendar and plan to join us for these important events! Details to follow.
23rd Annual Charity Golf Tournament
Tuesday, July 10, 2018
Eagle’s Nest Country Club • Phoenix, Maryland

50th Anniversary Celebration
Block Party and Resource Fair
Saturday, September 8, 2018
23rd Street between Howard St. and Maryland Ave
Baltimore, Maryland

7th Annual Voices from the Heart Gala
Late September, 2018
A magical, musical evening to
benefit the Franciscan Center.
Date and Location to be announced soon!

23rd ANN U A L

Charity Golf
TOURNAME N T

